BOSTON PUBLIC WORKS RECYCLING GUIDE 


GOVDOC 


We’re here to help make recycling easy! 
RECYCLING HOTLINE: 635-4959 


Dear Boston Resident, 


Every year Boston residents produce over 200,000 tons of 
waste which gets buried in landfills or burned in incinerators. 
Both are harmful to the environment. We must learn to: 

1) reduce our trash, 
2) reuse whenever possible and 
3) recycle whenever we can. 


The Boston Public Works Department has developed a 
range of recyclii:g programs including the citywide newspaper col- 
lection, seven different neighborhood drop-off sites, composting 
programs and more. 


This guide to recycling will help you reduce your house- 
hold trash by using these City programs. If you have any ques- 
tions or would like more information on how to get involved with 
volunteer recycling groups in ycur neighborhood, please call the 
Recycling Hotline at 635-4959. 


If we all do our part, we can help to clean the air, protect 
our water supply and preserve natural resources for the future. 


Since 


Thomas M. Menino 
Mayor of Boston 
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WAKE THE “S Rs” A WAY OF LIFE! 


Every day we're fighting a war — a war against trash. Trash that keeps piling up 
ton atter ton in bloated landfills across the country. The good news: There are 
many easy, important ways that you can help combat this environmental crisis. 


In order of importance, the three Rs stand for Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. Do alll 
three and you could reduce your household trash by 25% or more! 


Since waste is the problem, reduction is the best way 
to solve it. Make an environmental choice when you 
make a purchase. Buy less and you'll throw less away! 


® Do not purchase over-packaged products. $1 out of every 
$11 you spend on food goes toward the cost of packaging. 

© If you notice an over-packaged product, look for the 
toll-free 00 number on the label. Call it. If we all speak up, 
manufacturers will listen! } 

© Buy products in the largest possible size. Smaller packages, 
especially singleserving foods, use the most natural resources. 

© Eliminate unwanted catalogs and other junk mail. Send 
a postcard and ask to be removed from their mailing list. 


Disposable products are certainly convenient, but they 
are creating a terrible trash burden. We can't afford 
to live in a “throwaway” society! 


© Buy reusable/refillable products whenever possible. 
Avoid disposable diapers, cigarette lighters and cameras; avoid 
disposable| plastic razors, cups, plates, knives, forks and spoons. 

© Reuse containers of every kind. Grocery bags, plastic bags and 
tubs, coffee cans, and assorted boxes all have a useful second life. 

© Contact your local elementary school. Styrofoam trays and 
“peanuts,” egg cartons and yogurt cups are perfect for many art and 
science projects. 

© Compost leaves and yard waste. Reuse them as fertilizer! 


Here’s exactly what you can do 
and when to do it... 
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RECYCLE YOUR N 
EVERY OTHE! 


More paper is used in the United States than in any other country. VVhere 
our overburdened landfills. The newspaper we bury today may still be rec 


Help save trees, water, energy and more! |f you recycled you! 
newspaper every day for a year, you'd save the equivalent of 4 trees — p 
into the atmosphere, 2,200 gallons of water, and enough electricity to pc 


Now imagine if each of Boston’s 220,000+ households recycled all thei 
savings would be phenomenal! 


Recycling your newspapers is easy. Newspapers are pi 
trash. Simply check the schedule below to find out which 


If you put your newspapers out every time, your neigh 


Buy recycled! Your old newspapers will be us 
vy cled packaging. So whenever you shop, look | 
You'll be rewarding responsible manufacturers, reir 


Vv helping increase the demand for recycled paper 


It takes about 17 
'V 


mature trees to make 
one ton of newsprint. 


~ 
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RECYCLE YOUR NEWSPAPERS 
EVERY OTHER WEEK! 


More paper is used in the United States than in any other country. Where does it all go? It's taking up nearly half the space in 
our overburdened landfills. The newspaper we bury today may still be readable in the year 2020! 
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Help save trees, water, energy and more! If you recycled your copy of the Boston Globe, Boston Herald or other 
newspaper every day for a year, you'd save the equivalent of 4 trees — plus 15 pounds of air pollutants from being pumped 
into the atmosphere, 2,200 gallons of water, and enough electricity to power a 100-watt bulb for 152 days* 


Now imagine if each of Boston’s 220,000+ households recycled all their newspapers. The energy and natural resource 
savings would be phenomenal! 


Recycling your newspapers is easy. Newspapers are picked up right at your home — right next fo your regular 
trash. Simply check the schedule below to find out which week newspapers are picked up in your area. 


If you put your newspapers out every time, your neighbors might catch on and join in! 


Buy recycled! Your old newspapers will be used to make building materials, boxes and other recy 
cled packaging. So whenever you shop, look for products and packaging with recycled content. 
You'll be rewarding responsible manufacturers, reinforcing the value of recycling programs, and 
helping increase the demand for recycled paper. Everyone wins! 


It takes about 17 
mature trees to make 
one ton of newsprint. 


* Jeffrey Hollender, How to Make the World a Better Place (New York: Quill/William Morrow & Co. 1990). 
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RECYCLE GLASS, PLASTIC & METAL 
AT SEVEN CONVENIENT 

DROP-OFF CENTERS! f 


average 
10 Ibs. of trash each day. Glass, plastic and metal containers 
that can and should be recycled are taking up valuable landfill space. 


TE 


DROP-OFF CENT: 


All Drop-Off Centers accept the glass, plastic and metal containers described in the 
Recyclable Materials Guide. The Mission Hill Drop-Off Center also accepts newspapers 


i ceranr 
NO broken glass, dishes, 
ics, mirrors, plate glass, py'ex or 


Rinse well! 


« “uf 
Remove and discard all metal 
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Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. -9 p.m.; Sundays Noon - 9 p.m. 
3 are ; light bulbs, please 1 Harvest Coop formerly Boston Food Coop), 449 Cambridge St 
ee d plastic lids, rings on 
G S it eat and pla al a | 
rae bottles and jars clear and colored, depos! ore psi 
, A\l bottles a : 


Take Storrow Drive out 
Take Cambridge St. exit, then turn left onto Cambridge St. Go about 3/4 mile; 


the Harvest Coop will be on your right. Recycling is in the parking lot 
| 


| - baby food jars, MAY" 
; ‘deposit. Examples: ing bottles. 
ipa ag water si ain reel ace Ps io, Woe bottles, salad dressing 
tuit juice, liquor and vinegar es 
Condiment, jelly and spaghetti sauce jars 
Vegetable, fruit, soup and soda cans 


left on. 
onnaise 


‘TON HILT. 
; 1) 


All Saturdays 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Boston Building Materials Coop, 100 Terrace St., Roxbury: Take Tremont St. out to 
Columbus Ave., Roxbury Community College will be on your left. At the end of the 


college buildings turn right onto New Cedar St. The Boston Building Materials Coop 
| | is at the end of the block on your right 


e NOW TAKING MIXED PAPER including magazines, junk mail, and phonebooks! 
; 


NO containers where the opening 
of the mouth is larger than 2 an 
bottom, please (such as yOOU 


and butter tubs). 


i| contain 
lastic bags, motor On | 
ae aw other kind of plastic WIOP” 
ping styrofoam, cassetie are 
: tainers, tops OF . 
pretty and #2 plastics only, 


inse well! 
eal and discard all caps, 
rings, foil, and plastic spouts. 
Paper labels may be left on. 


Much of this type of trash will take more than 500 years to turn into soill | 
The solution? Use less — and recycle more! 


PLASTIC 


i Look 

PE #2 plastic BOTTLES. 
a sae { er inside the recycling ue ‘ 
ye bake of the bottle. Initials (PETE sh 
cs Be tiew the arrows. Ignore all aise 
Sane d letters. PETE includes many cle 
HDPE includes plastic milk, oe) en i 
ae containers as well as many aU 


detergent and shampoo bottles. 


J 
e Every ton of recycled crushed glass saves more than a ton of raw 


materials. Recycled glass uses 50% less water and causes less air " 
pollution. 


All Saturdays 9 a.m. - Noon 


Taft Hill Terrace parking lot: From Roslindale Square, bear right off Washington St 
yal 


onto South St. Then take your very next right onto Taft Hill Terrace (It’s right next t 
| Kiddieland) 


Recycled plastic saves 85%-90% of the energy costs of using virgin . 
materials and reduces airborne toxic chemicals. 
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1st Saturday of the month 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Carter School at Northam 


NO bottle or jor lids, or any pan 
that also contains nonmetal ma 


als, please- 
NO cans with plastic or paper 
ts, paint cans, motor oil cans, 


lease. 
aerosol cans oF scrap metal, P 


Recycled aluminum and metal requires up to 95% less energy than 
producing it from mined bauxite and other raw materials. Related air 
and water pollution is also greatly reduced. 


Here’s all you need to do: 


inse well! 
a labels may be left on. You 
may remove bottoms and flatten. 


ton and Columbus (behind Mass Ave. T Station): Take Mass 
Ave. out to Columbus Ave. Turn right on Columbus, then take your first right onto 
Northampton St. Look for signs 


A\\ aluminum and steel o head aluminum cans 
nfainers. 
and beverage ©° 


old to 
an be remelted, rolled into a new sheet, S 
@ 


in as 
can makers and returned to grocery shelves in 
few as 90 days. 


2nd Saturday of the month 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
lohnny’s Foodmaster parking lot: From Leverett Circle take O'Brien Hwy After Museum 


of Science, turn right over bridge. Go through the lights and enter Johnny's Foodmaster 
parking lot on the left. 


1. CHECK: Check the Recyclable Materials Guide 


to be sure your container is recyclable. 


a 2 RINSE WELL: There should be no food 


or other residue in your recyclables. 
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2nd Saturday of the month 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


Harborside Community School, 312 Border St.: From Central Square, take Border St 
fo the (Mario Umana) Harborside Community School. It will be on your left 


J \ t ; y a «@ 
3rd Saturday of the month 9 a.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
UMass - Boston, Columbia Point Campus: Take Rte. 93 out to Columbia Ave. /JFK 


Library exit. Turn left at the bottom of the ramp then take a right for Morrissey Blvd 
Look for the UMass Access Rd. and recycling signs 
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JAMAICA PLAIN 
(Public Works District only) 


Prepare your recyclables as shown above and leave your Blue Box out next to your 
trash every other week. Please flatten cans and plastic bottles. 


3. REMOVE: Remove all metal and plastic 


caps, lids, rings and wrappings. Paper 
labels may be left on. 


Your recyclables are now ready to be taken to 
any of seven area Drop-Off Centers. 


Check the Curbside Newspaper Recycling Schedule in this guide. 


® Green Zone: Put your Blue Box out next to your trash on Light Weeks the same week that you recycle news- 
papers). Put newspapers in a brown paper bag next to (not in) your Blue Box. 


Our garbage problem is very complicated. We have to take a long, “oe aay desea pecnt ohare pam alter ins ne rankar 
hard look at our old habits and make some changes quickly. By reduc- “aR 
ing, reusing and recycling, we can take important steps toward making 
our world a cleaner ee place. 


“Commingled” collection 
saves time and money 


® Red Zone: Put your Blue Box out next to your trash on Dark Weeks and your newspapers out on Light Weeks. 


To find out your zone or for more information, call the Recycling Hotline at 635-4959. We'll be happy to help! 


At the Drop-Off Center, some of your plastic, glass or metal items will be 


Recycling can only work if we all work together! With al 
mixed together. This is called commingled collection. Don't worry. Every- 


of our recycling efforts combined, Boston will be recycling 13% or more 


VOLUNTEER FOR 
RECYCLING! 


Drop-Off Centers are not as convenient as curbside recycling but 
they're far less expensive. With a larger and more advanced materials 
thing gets recycled! Your mixed materials will be delivered to a company 


Other - ee aoc 2 Shas Samal O. Block Captains and Drop-Off Center volunteers 
recovery facility in the planning stages, we hope to extend curbside ; A Miaeteoneeianingnatfioure could be ee een grpotat aa fie bie oF rece 
Ube : ; | / g in Boston. The more volunteers per community, 
that separates them using a sorting line. This saves money because fewer recycling to all of Boston as close to July 1, 1994 as possible. arate higher! the higher the recycling participation rate! 
trucks are needed. It also saves time for volunteers, speeds up service ae 
d | . 2 e . artici . - Bloc ptains _ 
and can reduce delays Recycle your leaves gr. ass clippings Laud sage aN ede Block Captains are people just like you who volun- 
; , h h and yard waste, too! grow. About 50% o oston resiaents teer as litle as one hour each month to help teach their 
Separated materials are then sent fo various recycling plants where tney use at least one of our services — but neighbors about Boston's recycling programs. It occasionally involves hanc+ 
are refined, then used to make recycled products. ; there's still lots of room for improve- 
Our cost-effective leaf and yard waste composting program provides 
nutrient rich soil to urban gardening groups and actually reduces the cost 


ment! The growth and longterm 
success of our recycling programs 
depends on the continuous support, Drop-Off Center volunteers - 
participation and volunteer efforts of 


ing out flyers and organizing volunteer activities, but mostly Block Captains 
of Parks Department plantings. 


answer simple questions and post signs in their yard or window to remind 
neighbors when to recycle. 


In 1989 and 1990, drop-off sites collected a total of 66 tons 
of leaves. But from 19910n, pilot curbside leaf pick-up 


Most of the helpful people you meet at Drop-Off Centers are enthusiastic 
people like you. volunteers. They spend a couple hours each month helping neighbors recy- 

| 1, pilot cle and answering questions about the recycling process. These volunteers 

programs in three BP\WD Districts increased the tally to more Recycling takes a litle effort. Very also provide important feedback to the Boston Public Works Department so 

than 1,900 tons of leaves! In the next two years we're little. If you already recycle, thank 

building toward citywide curbside collections every spring and 


that we can continually improve our programs. 
fall. Keep an eye on your local newspaper for new program 


you. If not, please start today! 
developments. 


Volunteer today! It’s easy, fun and rewarding! 
We'll provide you with all the information you need. So get involved! Make a 


Designed & Produced by Emerson Bearfield & Associates 


difference! For more information, call 635-4959, 9 a.m. —5 p.m. We'd like 
to hear from YOU! , 
In the meantime, we urge you to do your own leaf and yard 
waste composting. You'll find many uses for the "free" soil! 

ae 5 
es “What if Ing my newspapers “What if it rains and my bun- “Recycling is a good thing... “There’s just not enough 
A out and they don’t get picked dles get soaking wet? Should but I keep forgetting.” room in my apartment to 

up by the recycling truck? I just leave them out ina 
P i plastic bag?” 

- if they're not picked up (which is 


store recyclable stuff.” 


Clip the Curbside Newspaper 
Recycling Schedule and the 


unlikety), jus? Col Sanitation at 
635-7573 


“I want to participate, but I “TI just can’t seem to find the 
work a night shift and sleep 


Put your newspapers out rain or 


time to get to a Drop-Off 
very late in the morning.” Center.” 
If you really try, we bet you could That's easy! 
Recyclable Materials Guide right find a Sui square feet of floor, Thomas M. Menino, Mayor out after 55 Ly Sells iiraa hhc ee 
shine. It's OK if they get wet! Never now. Put a recycling bag or box cabinet or closet space. And remem : : Y 
use plastic er — they can damage next to your kitchen trash or in a ber, there’s no need to separate 
recycling machinery. nearby closet. Then just do it! glass, plastic and metal. 


ey trunk with a friend! It's easier — and 
Boston Public Works Department pickup. 


you won't accumulate so much stuff 
— if you take turns every few weeks. 
Joseph F. Casazza, Commissioner 
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CURBSIDE NEWSPAPER 
RECYCLING SCHEDULE 


HOWTODOIT: = gerne 

Put NEVVSPAPERS ONLY ita iit 

in BROVVN PAPER BAGS. 

e INEVER put newspaper 
in plastic bags 

VERY IMPORTANT: Put out NEVVSPAPERS ONLY! 

¢ NO cardboard, junk mail, phone books, magazines or regular paper! 

e Please REMOVE glossy inserts. The wrong materials can slow down or even break — 
newspaper recycling machinery — and that can end up costing us all more money! 


WHEN TO DOIT: 
Put your newspapers out next to your regular trash BY 7 A.M. EVERY OTHER WEEK 


on trash day — rain or shine. (You may put them out after 5 p.m. the evening before 
if you prefer.) 
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Dark Weeks 
; East Boston 
i 
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Seat 


e Allston & Brighton 


South Boston e Hyde Park 
Charlestown © Jamaica Plain 
Northern Dorchester e Mattapan 


© Roslindale 
e Southern Dorchester 

(Zone 2 — South of Park St.) 
West Roxbury 


(Zone 1— North of Park St.) 


2 TRASH COLLECTION DAYS? 


Put your newspaper out on the first 
trash day. 


e Back Bay  ® South End 
e Mission Hill © The Fenway 
© Roxbury 


3 TRASH COLLECTION DAYS? 


Put your newspaper out on the middle 
trash day. 


DORCHESTER RESIDENTS: If you are not 
sure which zone you live in, call 635-4959 
or check with a neighbor who recycles. 


HOLDAYS: When your trash day is 
delayed, so is your recycling day! 


@ Beacon Hill 
e Chinatown 


@ North End 


QUESTIONS? Call the Recycling Hotline: 635-4959 (9 a.m.-5 p.m 
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1994 RECYCLING 


CALENDAR 


% & @ LOOK FOR NEW INFORMATION e@ ® © 
ABOUT CHANGES IN OUR PROGRAM ON JULY 1ST! 
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Thomas M. Menino, Mayor ¢ Boston Public Works Department ; 
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Boston Public Works Dept. 
City Hall, Room 714 
Boston, MA 02201 


Thomas M. Menino, Mayor 


recycled paper & 


